
Lecture on Marquis, “Why Abortion is Immoral”  

I. Introduction 

• Like Thomson, Marquis rejects personhood 

arguments for and against abortion.  

• The standard anti-abortion arguments that use fetal 

personhood seem too broad in that any argument 

that shows that a fetus is a person from the moment 

of conception would also seem to apply to, e.g. 

cancers cells.  

• The standard pro-abortion argument that uses 

personhood would seem to also include too many 

entities that we want to exclude. These arguments 

want to say that an infant is a person but a fetus is 

not, but any argument that makes that distinction 

would seem to also deny personhood rights to e.g. 

the severely mentally disabled.  

• So, what we need is an alternative account. Rather 

than focus on personhood, Marquis will instead ask, 

“Why is killing wrong?” 

• Once we identify why killing is wrong, we can see if 

that account will also apply to the case of abortion.  

II. The Wrongness of Killing 

• Any account of the wrongness of killing should be one 

that says killing is wrong because of what it does to 

the victim.  



• According to Marquis, killing is wrong because it 

deprives the victim of a Future like Ours (FLO). That 

is, it deprives the victim of all the “activities, projects, 

experiences, and enjoyments” that make life 

worthwhile and valuable to us.  

• Marquis provides several considerations in support of 

this view: 

i. The FLO account nicely captures our belief that 

murder is the worst of all crimes. The loss that 

one suffers from this crime is greater than the 

loss one could suffer from any other crime.  

ii. It holds open the possibility that there could be 

non-humans that it is also wrong to kill because 

these creatures could have a FLO. In this respect, 

this account can capture some of the appeal of 

personhood arguments.  

iii. It nicely captures our intuition that there is a 

difference between a 16 year old that is 

depressed and wants to commit suicide and a 97 

year old who has terminal cancer and wants to 

end her life.  

iv. This account also explains why the death of 

children is extra tragic. They have a greater 

future of experiences ahead of them than an 

adult.  



• For all these reasons, Marquis argues that the FLO 

account is a compelling account of the wrongness of 

killing.  

III. FLO and Abortion 

• The fetus has a FLO. Abortion deprives that fetus of a 

FLO. Therefore, abortion is wrong.  

• So, on this view abortion is wrong for exactly the 

same reason it is wrong to kill a mature adult.  


